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A message from our Trustees – Jacha Potgieter, Saph
Gordon and Hugh Holman

After 20 years of dedicated service as one of Orangutan
Appeal UK’s longest-serving trustees, our founder, Sue
Sheward MBE, has taken the decision to retire from the
board of trustees and her position of chairperson of the
charity.

Sue had her first encounter with orangutans at Jersey
Zoo, founded by naturalist Gerald Durrell.  She was
captivated by a mum and baby and spent well over an
hour just watching them interact and play.  Her love of
orangutans grew from there and she started researching
their plight and finding out what she could do to help
them.  It was then, following a trip to volunteer at Sepilok
Orangutan Rehabilitation Centre several years later in
2000, that she decided to focus on supporting
orangutan conservation.  The Centre was in dire need of
a large enclosure for the orphaned babies and Sue

offered to fundraise for one. Once the target of £5000
was achieved, and after much negotiation with Sabah
Wildlife Department, she then returned to Borneo.
Supported by a team from Chester Zoo, a brand-new
enclosure was constructed.  The babies could not have
been happier. This marked the beginning of what went
on to become Orangutan Appeal UK, which has been
operating as a registered charity since 2001.

Sue’s hard work and commitment to the charity has
enabled us to go on to lead a pioneering research project;
be instrumental in the rescue, rehabilitation and release of
scores of orphaned and displaced orangutans; provide
funding to build improved facilities and supply veterinary
equipment; and much, much more.  We hope you will join
us in wishing Sue all the very best for her retirement.

Despite the setbacks inflicted upon us because of the
pandemic, we are more determined and committed than
ever to continue our vital mission to help conserve the
critically endangered orangutan and its rainforest home,
and to build upon Sue’s legacy.   We aim to do this
through our continued collaboration with the Ministry of
Environment, Tourism and Education of Sabah, in
particular Sabah Wildlife Department, who not only own
and run Sepilok Orangutan Rehabilitation Centre but
who are responsible for the regulation, protection,
conservation and management of all the wildlife of
Sabah; and building on and renewing partnerships with
other charities and NGOs working in-situ in Borneo for
the long-term future and survival of the orangutan.  

Of course, we would not be able to do any of this
without the fantastic and generous help of all our
supporters across the world.  Thank you to you all.

Retirement of our Founder – Sue Sheward MBE

After over two years of Malaysia’s borders having been
closed to most overseas visitors, we were delighted to
hear in April 2022, the Malaysian government
implemented its Covid reopening plan, known as
‘Reopening Safely’, allowing the country to return to a
near-normal life.  

This is fantastic news not only for the people of Malaysia
– tourism is one of the largest industries in Malaysia - but
also for those wishing to visit Sabah, and Sepilok in
particular!  Our team there are so pleased to be
welcoming visitors once more.  At the time of going to
press, visitor numbers to the centre are still very low but
we are hopeful this will start to increase over time.  If you
are visiting soon, our supervisor Lineker will be there to
welcome you.  He has worked for Orangutan Appeal UK

and alongside orangutans
for 16 years and will be very
pleased to have a chat with
you. 

This news has also meant
that our UK team have been
able to plan a visit to Sabah
allowing us to meet in
person with all our Malaysian colleagues and friends and
to start revisiting some projects that had to be put on
hold due to the pandemic, as well as building on our
relationship with Sabah Wildlife Department.    We are
looking forward to some exciting times ahead and hope
to bring you further updates in our next newsletter as
well as on our website and social media.  

Sabah Opens its Doors!

Sepilok's gates are open!

Broadcaster, comedian
and writer Paul O’Grady,
has been patron of the
Appeal since 2015.  Paul
was the first person to
adopt Archie after he fell
in love with him whilst he
was filming at Sepilok

with Sue.   Paul’s new children’s book called Eddie Albert
and the Amazing Animal Gang, was inspired by his time
in Sepilok.  

As a special thank you for Paul’s continued and
generous support we made a book for him featuring
many of our favourite photos of Archie, as a unique
reminder of his time at Sepilok.  

Thank you to Paul O’Grady

Sue & Gelison

Paul teaching the youngsters
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If an orangutan finds its way onto agricultural land and
shows no sign of returning to its rainforest home, it is
essential that action is taken.   When Sabah Wildlife
Department received a call from a banana farm, alerting
them to an orangutan foraging for food, a team of wildlife
rangers was immediately sent to check on the situation
and the welfare of the orangutan.

It was reported that the orangutan had been in the area
for many days and had shown no sign of returning to the
forest.  This was not a suitable or safe environment for
the orangutan and now he had found an easy source of
food it was likely he would keep returning.  

Where human developments overlap with orangutan
habitat there is a chance that orangutans and humans
will come into contact.  Research has found that wild
animals are at higher risk of injury or death when this
type of human-animal conflict takes place.   Similarly,
humans are also at risk, be it from exposure to zoonotic

diseases or injury, as
well as economic
loss from damage to
crops and property.

On arrival at the
plantation the team,
assisted by local
villagers, were easily
able to locate the
adult male orangutan.
Surrounded by the
rangers, the
orangutan started to
feel threatened, so he
was quickly sedated
using a tranquilliser
dart which enabled
them to give him a
preliminary health

check. He was then transported to Sepilok Orangutan
Rehabilitation Centre for further assessment, whilst the
Department prepared for his relocation.

The veterinary team had no concerns regarding the
orangutan’s health. Blood tests revealed no serious or
contagious diseases, such as malaria or hepatitis, and
he had no signs of injury or disability.    He was given the
name Kunak, after the district he was found in.  He
weighed a healthy 69kg and was estimated to be around
20 years old.  

Kunak was microchipped and tattooed with a unique
number, so if he ever finds himself in contact with
humans again these will help identify him.  Kunak was
finding being held in captivity at the centre very stressful,
so it was important to translocate him back to the wild
as soon as possible.

Danum Valley was chosen as the release site by the
Director of Sabah Wildlife Department and the Forestry
Department.  At 130 million years old it is one of the
world’s oldest rainforests.  Providing a safe haven, far
away from human settlements and already an established
home to other orangutans, as well as an extraordinary
array of other wildlife including pygmy elephants and
gibbons, and more than 15,000 species of plants.  

The release team, including vet Dr Yohind, (sponsored by
OAUK), Lineker Saipan (OAUK supervisor) and Rico
(OAUK ranger), set off on the 5-hour journey to Danum
Valley, where they were met and assisted by members of
the Forestry Department and Yayasan Sabah.   One final
health check was carried out on Kunak and then it was
time to release him.    Lineker opened the crate door and
without hesitation Kunak climbed the first tree he came
to and expertly concealed himself high in the canopy,
well away from any further human interference.  

Translocating orangutans that are under threat plays an
extremely important role in conserving the species.  It is
hoped now that Kunak will thrive in his new home and
will contribute to widening the orangutan gene pool
within Danum Valley.  With the number of Bornean
orangutans having declined dramatically over the last
few decades, efforts to stabilise these numbers are
showing signs of success, thanks to government
agencies including Sabah Wildlife Department and NGOs
such as Orangutan Appeal UK.

Wild Orangutan Translocation

Lineker releasing Kunak

Arriving at the release site

Kunak in his travel crate
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Here is our supervisor, Lineker’s latest report on some of the orangutans at the Centre.

Sepilok News – Orangutan Updates

Bidu Bidu – Male - 9 years old

Bidu is one of the friendliest, and most mischievous,
orangutans at Sepilok.  He has been visiting the outdoor
nursery more often recently spending time socialising
with Canyon and Betty and showing off the impressive

nests he makes in
the treetops.  He is
quite the
perfectionist and
will spend a long
time padding them
with leaves to
make them as
comfortable as
possible.  

Bidu Bidu

Beryl – Female - 11 years old

Beryl remains besotted by dominant male Malim.  She
often follows him into the forest where they might spend
a day or even a couple of nights exploring and foraging
for food together.  However, Beryl doesn’t like to be
away for too long and will return closer to the centre to
spend time with Alagu and Bakut.  Her growing
independence shows signs of her maturity.

Beryl & Malim

Bakut – Male - 7 years old

Bakut is one of the smallest of the adolescent
orangutans, weighing just 13kg.  He has developed a
close friendship with semi-wild female, Alagu.  She will
often share her food with him and has even been seen
peeling fruit for him!  It is good for Bakut to shadow

Alagu because she is
an excellent nest
builder, and he will be
able to learn a lot
from her. They often
head into the forest
together after
breakfast and spend
the day there resting
or exploring before
returning just in time
for dinner.Bakut

Koko and Ospie – Females - 7 years old

These two friends were released into the Kabili reserve
together last year and are enjoying the freedom of the
forest.  They have a very strong bond and remain quite
dependent on each other.  They are rarely far apart.

Ospie is still very
wary of the
mothers and
babies and if
she spots them
she will quickly
retreat into the
forest or seek
out one of the
care staff for
protection. 

Koko

Indoor Nursery
This is where the youngest orangutans spend their time,
being taught skills by their human carers which are
essential to jungle life.  There are currently 8 youngsters
here including cheeky 3-year-old Zorro and confident 5
year old Nami, both of whom are part of our adoption
scheme.  

Feeding Platform
Feeding platforms are located within the Kabili reserve,
which surrounds the centre, to encourage the juvenile
orangutans to explore deeper into the forest as well as
providing supplementary food for the semi-wild and wild
orangutans who need it. Archie is now a regular visitor
who happily makes his way there from the outdoor
nursery.  Other recent visitors have been wild male Malim
(featured on the front cover), semi-wild female Cinta who
has been living independently in the reserve for 7 years,
11 year old Boogie Boy, as well a new wild orangutan
that the staff have not seen before.  

Feeding Platform ODN

To keep up to date with the lives of the orangutans you
can read our blog on the website here:

www.orangutan-appeal.org.uk/about-us/blog.
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The WRU work 24 hours a day, 7 days a week to rescue,
treat and protect the wildlife of Sabah.  OAUK have been
proudly supporting their work for the last 5 years. 

We are also currently sponsoring a wildlife veterinarian
for the WRU called Dr Yohin.  Dr Yohin is responsible for
veterinary care of the orphaned and displaced elephants
at the Bornean Elephant Sanctuary, as well as three
baby elephants being looked after at Sepilok.  He also
assists Sabah Wildlife Department in conducting wildlife
rescues and provides veterinary care for the orangutans
at Sepilok.  

The WRU team are never sure what each day will bring,
here is a selection of the activities they have been
involved in over the past few months.

An elephant calf, aged around 2 weeks old, had
reportedly become separated from his herd.  The team
were dispatched to the scene near the town of Lahad
Datu where they were fortunately able to locate him.
They were pleased to see he was alert and active and
did not appear to have suffered any physical harm.  His
family were then located not too far away and the team
were able to release him at a safe distance.  Keeping out
of sight, they waited until they were certain he had been
successfully reunited with his family.

A critically endangered sunda pangolin was found by a
member of the public and handed over to the WRU.  The

pangolin was taken
to the rescue centre
for a health check
and observation.
The next day the
vet was very
surprised to find the
pangolin had given
birth!  Mum and
baby were
monitored for a few
days before being
successfully
released into a
nearby forest
reserve. 

The WRU assisted the Community Elephant Ranger
Team in tracking and fitting a satellite collar on an 8-foot
tall wild bull elephant, which they named Suling.  It took
over 6 hours to complete the assignment.  The tracking
team reported back the following day that the bull was
doing well and had been observed feeding alongside
three other male elephants, looking alert and with a
healthy appetite.  With fewer than 1,500 Bornean pygmy
elephants left in the wild, these collars help researchers
track elephant movements and identify their habitat
needs, which are then recorded for conservation
purposes.  

The team were requested to transfer two baby elephants
from Lok Kawi Wildlife Park to Sepilok, which has more
suitable facilities.  The elephants, named Naji and
Sahabat, were transported by road in a special enclosure
with the journey taking nearly 9 hours.  The elephants
were kept comfortable and were provided with milk,
grass and banana sticks.   They are now enjoying their
new home at the Centre.

The WRU were contacted after a person saw a turtle hit
by a car and then left injured at the roadside.  The turtle
was identified as Malayan flat-shelled turtle and had
suffered a fracture of its shell. The vet carried out repairs
and it is hoped the
turtle will make a full
recovery.

Other animals
saved by the team
included a crocodile
visiting a swamp
near a golf course;
a young eagle owl
which had fallen
from his nest; a
troop of macaques
in a residential area;
a Horsfield’s tarsier
in trouble in a
rubber plantation;
and an orangutan
foraging on
farmland.

Wildlife Rescue Unit Update (WRU)

Elephant Calf

Baby Eagle Owl

Elephants on their way to Sepilok

Pangolin and her baby
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As we begin to emerge from the wet season into the
driest part of the year and COVID-19 cases wane locally,
BNF’s teams have been to get ahead on our fire season
preparedness. Forest fires remain an ever-present risk in
the Sebangau National Park: a legacy of historic logging
and peat drainage. As always, our six community
firefighting teams are on hand to tackle this threat, aided
by the generous long-term support provided by OAUK.
We are currently in the process of establishing a new
team in the village of Marang, though this has not yet
been formalised. 

Together with the Sebangau National Park Authority and
our partners CIMTROP at the University of Palangka
Raya, we have been developing plans to dig boreholes in
areas judged most vulnerable to fire. This will guarantee
an in situ water supply for firefighters in areas far from
waterways, thus enabling firefighting in these areas even
during the height of the dry season. To save on time and
labour, we are also checking whether boreholes dug in
previous years are still operational or require repair for
potential use this dry season.

As part of our long-term fire prevention strategy, peat
rewetting efforts have also expanded into new areas. We
recently held two expeditions with the Sebangau
National Park Authority and local community members
along the Samping Kanan and Koran Rivers to identify
and map new canals, and devise a canal blocking
strategy. Seven canals were identified in the Samping
Kanan River and four in the Koran River, and we plan to
build 66 dams along 11 km of these canals. 

Reforestation activities are still underway and, in March,
our teams carried out scheduled monitoring of seedlings
planted in October 2021. The knowledge gained from
this monitoring is crucial for maximising seedling survival
and meeting our planting goals. We are expanding our
remit by exploring new reforestation sites in the
Sebangau National Park. The four sites identified cover
an area of 17,393 hectares and all border or enclose one

of our ten supported community nurseries (CNs).

These ten CNs were set up as part of our 1 Million Trees
campaign, in which we aim to plant 1 million trees by
2025, while also generating sustainable alternative
livelihoods for local families. In March, the combined
seedling stock of these nurseries totalled 119,108
seedlings from seven different native tree species. The
capacity of these CNs to contribute towards successful
restoration projects is being enhanced through
socialisation, training and frequent monitoring activities.
Two training sessions were held for CN members: one
on nursery management and seedling care, attended by
CN representatives from all villages; and another as an
introduction to permaculture, delivered by the
organisation Permaculture Kalimantan. 

We would like to extend our heartfelt thanks to the
Orangutan Appeal UK for your ongoing partnership and
support, including the most recent grant of £5,000 for
tree planting and firefighting, which enables us to keep
on protecting orangutans and their habitat through this
important work. 

Dr Mark Harrison

Borneo Nature Foundation

Borneo Nature Foundation Update

Replanting Area - Parit Agus Mayan

Replanting area  
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Regrow Borneo Update

In April we wished Jum Rafiah Abd Sukor a happy
retirement.  Jum served as Deputy Director of Sabah
Wildlife Department (SWD) for 14 years and was a great
supporter of Orangutan Appeal UK.  It was a privilege to
work with her and we shall miss her presence at SWD.

Jum has handed over her duties to Mr Roland Niun.  We
are very much looking forward to working with Mr Niun
and continuing to support the department in their mission
to conserve Sabah’s wildlife.  

Mr Adrianus Bin Onong
has been promoted to
Officer in Charge at
Sepilok Orangutan
Rehabilitation Centre.
Adrianus has worked at
Sepilok for many years and
has a wealth of experience
in orangutan rehabilitation
and welfare.  

Sabah Wildlife Department Changes

Lineker with Jum Rafiah

Regrow Borneo is a forest restoration programme in
Sabah, Malaysia; planting trees to support livelihoods in
local communities, increase biodiversity, and promote
ecosystem resilience.  Orangutan Appeal UK has been
supporting their work since December 2020.  

2021 has been an extremely rewarding year for Regrow
Borneo. Our first hectare, planted in the late summer of
2020 survived both natural flooding and monkey
predation, and many of the trees are now well above
head height. Our teams continued to clear, maintain, and
plant new sites with nearly 9 Ha of forest planted and 2.4
Ha re-planted over the past year. Orangutan Appeal UK’s
support has been essential to this tremendous
achievement.

Over the past year we have been extremely busy
restoring four major planting locations: Kaboi Lake, an
area of freshwater swamp located next to an oxbow
lake; Kaboi Stumping, a heavily degraded area with soils
compacted by the movement of trucks during selective
logging in the 1980s; Laab Swamp, an area of former

peat swamp; and Ladang Kinabatangan, an area of
deforested riparian vegetation. Each site is quite different
in terms of its soils and how regularly it floods, so we
have planted 18 different species of trees in different
combinations based on their locations. Overall, we have
planted 18,000 trees. We have also learned a lot about
how these trees survive. While our trees are still young,
we currently estimate a surprisingly high survivorship rate
of between 70 and 90%. Many of our trees are much
more able to survive flooding than we expected, and
others have resprouted after being eaten by macaques.
Our sites have also seen a number of animal visitors, it is
heartening to see footprints of elephants walking through
the sites that we have restored. This work is led by our
amazing partners at the KOPEL and within the
community of Batu Puteh, their hard work is essential to
effective restoration of the Kinabatangan.

We also conducted animal surveys so we can record the
development of the whole forest ecosystem. Thirteen
different frog species were recorded at our sites, as well
as 10 species of small mammals, including the elusive
moonrat. 

Finally, we are proud to announce our launch as an
independent UK charity. We also launched our website
(www.regrowborneo.org) this year, and more information
on our vision and objectives can be found there.
Charitable status allows us the opportunity to pursue our
vision of a reforested Borneo where an awe-inspiring
environment, wildlife, and community develop
harmoniously. We remain strongly committed to
research-led, transparent, ecosystem restoration.

Professor Benoît Goossens

Regrow BorneoMeasuring trees in the botanic plot

Moonrat
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In a new study scientists have found that the vocal
abilities of orangutans are more varied than once
thought. The researchers observed wild populations of
both Bornean and Sumatran orangutans and recorded
their various calls over time to compare them. We
already know that orangutans have many distinctive calls
that serve different purposes such as the ‘Kiss Squeak’
which indicates that they are agitated and the ‘Long Call’
which is used by males to attract a mate. 

The study found that orangutans not only have a variety
of calls to communicate with one another, but that they
also have the ability to adapt the length and pitch of their
calls. Orangutans are primarily solitary in the wild, but
occasionally females will spend time in temporary social
groupings. As a result, small populations are formed and
this can impact the variation in orangutan calls. In other
words, orangutans from different areas, that have
socialised in different groups develop unique ‘accents’
and even ‘slang’ based on their environment and social
influences – just like humans! 

The researchers discovered that
smaller groups of orangutans
use more call types, giving them
a large vocabulary but limited
variation. Whereas larger groups
use less call types but in a
variety of ways by altering the
duration or pitch of the call. This could be because in
bigger groups it’s more difficult to stand out from the
crowd, so these orangutans must be creative to ensure
their calls are original and can be heard above all others. 

These results not only allow us a better understanding of
orangutan communication, but also offer vital clues to the
evolution of our own language which, until now, has been
mostly unknown. Continued research into our closest
living relatives, the apes, can provide exciting discoveries
into the origins of our own species and our future. 

If you are interested in reading the whole study or to hear
examples of orangutan calls, you can visit our website at
www.orangutan-appeal.org.uk

Orangu-slang!

THANK YOU so much to everyone who has adopted,
donated and fundraised for us over the last 6 months.
Your support is very much appreciated and really does
help to make a difference to lives of the critically
endangered orangutans and other wildlife in Sabah.

We also express our gratitude to our business
supporters including Banana Tree Restaurants,
Alpine Coffee Shop & Galleri, SYTO International,
Extincts CIC, N’eat Healthy, J Leon Group, Centaur
Foods and ABN Consultancy.

Legacies
We remember and give thanks
to those who kindly left us a
legacy in their will to help aid our
conservation work.  

Leaving a gift in your will is a
wonderful way to support
orangutan conservation and
play a part in our vision for the future.  No matter how
small your gift it can help to make a big difference.
Legacies are a truly inspirational way of helping to ensure
the survival of the species.

If you would like further information, you can contact us
in confidence or visit our website www.orangutan-
appeal.org.uk/how-to-help/gifts-in-wills.

Educational Talks for Schools & Clubs
John has been busy giving presentations to lots of
schools, helping to teach students about the role of our

charity, conservation issues in
Borneo and the work being
done to assist with these.
Presentations for schools are
tailored to the age of the
children and are particularly
suitable for children covering
environmental issues, rainforests
and endangered species. 

We also offer talks to groups and clubs for adults such
as Rotary clubs, U3A and social groups.

Talks can be conducted over Zoom, Skype or Google
classroom.

If you are interested in arranging a talk, please contact
John on admin10@orangutan-appeal.org.uk or 01590
623443.

E-Cards
We have a wide range of orangutan-
themed e-cards for all occasions.
Donate the cost of cards and stamps
and send personalised e-cards to
your friends and family.  Your loved
ones will see that you’ve donated and
you’ll be helping the environment too!
Go to www.orangutan-
appeal.org.uk/shop/product/charity-e-cards-donate-the-
costs-of-cards-and-stamps

Get in touch
We’d love to hear from you with any feedback or
comments about our work.  Or, have you got an
interesting orangutan-themed story you’d like to share
with everyone, or do you have photos that you’d be
willing for us to use on our website? Are you planning a
fundraising or awareness event? Please do let us know!

You can contact us in any of the following ways:

Email               adopt@orangutan-appeal.org.uk

Phone             +44 (0)1590 623443

Post                Orangutan Appeal UK, New Forest Estate 
                      Offices, Lyndhurst Road, Brockenhurst, 
                      SO42 7RL

Website          www.orangutan-appeal.org.uk

Social Media   Facebook @orangutanappealuk, Twitter 
                      @orangutanappeal & Instagram 
                      orangappealuk

Thank you to all our supporters!

Mariko


