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The effects of climate change and global warming are
becoming more and more apparent.  It’s heart-breaking
to think that what we are doing to the Earth is
threatening the orangutans’ existence. I was so
saddened to learn of the devastating forest fires that
have been raging across many parts of Borneo putting
the wildlife populations in extreme danger and destroying
rainforest which has existed for millions of years.  

As patron for Orangutan Appeal UK I am very proud to
know their efforts are helping to make a real difference to
Borneo’s rich biodiversity and the populations of critically
endangered orangutans.  By supporting their work you
are contributing towards vital conservation projects and
helping to save a species on the brink of extinction, as
well as acknowledging the vital work of the fire-fighting
teams, wildlife rescues and care staff for Sepilok.   

I would like to personally thank you for your support and
hope that together we can tackle the climate crisis.  

A Message from our Patron - Paul O’Grady 

When I started my journey into the conservation of this
incredibly intelligent great ape, I never realised that I
would one day have my own team of Malaysian rangers
(who are pictured on the front cover).

OAUK’s team at Sepilok is made up of the most
dedicated and experienced orangutan carers, who
devote their daily life to the care and wellbeing of these
beautiful apes. They know each orangutan on a personal
level and consequently are able to assess very quickly if
they are unwell or experiencing some form of trauma.

And the orangutans know them! They know who they
must obey and who will show them kindness and help.
Such as when Ceria, a known troublemaker, presented
his badly bitten ‘bottom’ to Ibri, our senior nurse. Every
day for a week, he would come to the clinic and bend
over in front of Ibri and allow her to bathe this very sore
and painful area until it had healed, before returning to
his roguish self.

Bonny, our ranger in charge of the indoor nursery, is
respected by all the mischievous young orangutans and
they follow him everywhere. Bonny is often found helping
the vet to administer medication or to carry out weekly
health checks. Victor, who cares and trains the
adolescent orangutans, commands the same respect at

the outdoor nursery,
where the adolescent
orangutans begin to
learn the skills they
will need in the forest
to survive.

Pamik, works at the
feeding platform as
well as in the
nurseries, and can
frequently be seen
taking the daily fruit
out to the platform,
where he often has to
face the macaques
who are intent on
stealing anything they
can get their hands
on.

Ibri, Bonny, Pamik,
and Victor are always
keen to help in an
emergency, or when a
young orphan arrives who needs caring for and feeding
every 2-3 hours – they provide them with round the
clock care, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

Rangers Arnold, Rico and Sylvester, when not working in
the nursery can be seen collecting branches to make
bedding for the young orangutans, or going out to find
fresh foliage for the orphan elephants – nothing is too
much trouble.

Not forgetting my supervisor Lineker, and the one I rely
on to help the WRU with a rescue when needed, or to
travel to our Tabin camp to check and maintain
conditions, as we often use it for a release site. And, of
course, to look after me when I am there.

THANK YOU TO ALL OUR TEAM – WE COULDN’T

MANAGE WITHOUT YOU

Susan Sheward 
OAUK - Chairlady 

Our Team in Sabah

Bonny

Our Patron - Paul O’Grady

Ibri
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In August 2019 I received amazing news from Dr Sen Nathan the Chief Veterinarian and Assistant Director of Sabah
Wildlife Department, that I had been nominated by senior Ministers in Sabah for the esteemed Datukship Award.  This
Award is equivalent to receiving the honour of Dame in Great Britain. I was told that if successful I would be required to
attend a ceremony at the Sabah State Palace in Kota Kinabalu.  

A few short weeks later I was directed to travel to Sabah and be available to
attend the Palace.  It was then confirmed that I would be bestowed with a
‘Datukship’ in recognition of my and Orangutan Appeal UK’s work to conserve
critically endangered orangutans, Bornean pygmy elephants and the wildlife of
Sabah.  I was so humbled by this news and truly grateful for their recognition.

On 5 October I attended the investiture ceremony at the Palace in Kota Kinabalu,
which is the residence of the Sabah Head of State, Tun Datuk Seri Panglima
Juhar bin Mahiruddin.  Many important and eminent people were in attendance,
including the Chief Minister of Sabah, YAB Datuk Seri Panglima Haji Mohd. Shafie
bin Haji Apdal and his wife and the Permanent Secretary, Datuk William Baya who
was also being honoured.  There were approximately 60 people in total receiving
various awards but I was the only non-Malaysian and the Datukship is one of the
highest in status of all the awards.

The ceremony was conducted in Malay so I had a little difficulty understanding a
lot of what was being said but when I heard my name called I dutifully made my
way forward to be bestowed my honour by the Head of State.  The full title of my
award is Panglima Gemilang Darjah Kinabalu (PGDK) which translates as
Commander of the Order of Kinabalu.

I was so grateful to have received such a prestigious award for the work that I and
Orangutan Appeal UK have achieved and believe it will be of great assistance with
future conservation work not only in Sabah but worldwide. 

Datukship for our Chairlady!

Investiture with Head of State

In our last OAUK newsletter update, we expressed
concern that a weak El Niño event that was then
underway could lead to decreased local rainfall and
consequently increased fire risk throughout the upcoming
dry season. This concern was, unfortunately, warranted
and as the dry season progressed we entered a severe
fire period. A total of 444 hotspots were detected by fire
monitoring satellites across the whole of Sebangu from
the start of the fire season in July until full wet season
rains in November, with 423 of these occurring during the
peak fire months of August to October. This large number
of fires put the Sebangau Forest at huge risk, threatening
its globally important population of orangutans, many
other threatened species, and the health and wellbeing of
local people living in the fires’ toxic haze cloud.

Boosted by additional emergency funding from OAUK,
BNF and three local fire-fighting teams that we support
in northern Sebangau instigated an emergency response
throughout this fire season. This involved intensive forest

and river patrols and the monitoring of satellite hotspots
to continue to rapidly detect fires before they become
uncontrollable.

Emergency fire-fighting, with teams of 30+ people, were
often needed to work around the clock for days to
extinguish blazes in incredibly tough, smoky and
dangerous field conditions. These local conservation
heroes deserve all the praise we can give.

Despite the high number of fires, the team’s efforts were
ultimately a success as only a very small area of forest
edge was burned and no interior forest was lost.

We are hugely grateful to OAUK and its supporters for
their generosity in funding support at this critical time.
While relieved that this huge effort has paid off in
protecting orangutans in our Sebangau work area, we are
also very aware that underlying conditions behind these
fires remain unchanged, and we will carry out more
preventative work to reduce this critical threat in the future.

Borneo Nature Foundation Update

Forest Fire 
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Mums & Babies
In late November Clenan was travelling through the Kabili
forest, which surrounds Sepilok, with her 6 year old son
Awantang.  As Clenan travelled over the boardwalk near
the Outdoor Nursery her youngster became stranded on
the overhanging branches of a tall tree.  Clenan reached
out to him trying to encourage him to follow but
Awantang was clearly uncomfortable with the distance
between the trees and was terrified of falling and started
squealing loudly with fright.  Eventually, Clenan managed
to coax him down and persuaded him to let go of the
branches and transfer his grip to his mother’s arms
whilst she swung down to the lower trees and to safety.
Awantang was clearly shaken by the experience and
despite his age, stayed clinging to his mother for quite
some time.

Seeing the loving bond between mother and son
demonstrated by this incident was truly wonderful!

Mimi and her baby, who
is approximately one year
old and as yet un-named,
are doing well but baby is
only just bigger than the
banana! 

Mariko and baby are
both doing very well.  As
you can see here sharing
their lunch, they decided
green beans were their
favourite.

Malim is a wild male that
was brought into the
centre when he was
injured at about 12 years
of age.  He has since
been living in the reserve,
though was seldom seen
until summer when he
started making visits.  It is
thought that this is
because there was no
dominant male present at
that time.  Yokmal, the
previous dominant male,
had not been seen since
January.  

Malim is now growing
quite large and thought to
be about 17 years old
which is quite young to
be dominant but he is
developing his cheek
flanges.  He has a good
nature and is very gentle,
especially with females of all ages.  He often visits the
Outdoor Nursery at feeding times and is very tolerant of
the young orangutans at the feeding platform.  

Sepilok News

Mariko and baby

Bidu Bidu is a charismatic orangutan, unique in
appearance and personality.   He was around 1 year old
when he was rescued and brought into the care of
Sepilok, weighing just 5kg. He is now 8 years of age and
living independently in Sepilok’s Kabili Reserve, although
he still enjoys visiting the outdoor nursery to play with his
friends and also to engage in one of his favourite
pastimes – eating.  

Bidu is one of the regulars at the main feeding platform
and has charmed his way in with wild mothers Mimi and
Mariko who even let him touch their babies.  This is
highly unusual as both these females are extremely
protective of their offspring.  He has also attracted the
attention of one of Sepilok’s mischievous residents, 12
year old female Wulan.  They are often seen in the forest
together foraging for fruits and leaves.  He is certainly a
popular young orangutan, and has many friends.
Engaging with older and more experienced orangutans is
a great way for him to continue to master more skills.

Bidu is incredibly curious and has recently been studying
the locks on the lockers at Sepilok to see if he can
possibly open them and cause a little more havoc.  Luckily

he has decided to take up gardening instead as his next
venture after watching members of staff doing some
raking and pulling up weeds!  Sadly Bidu doesn’t always
know which are the weeds, but pulls them up regardless! 

Recently it has been raining a lot at Sepilok and despite
being born in the rainforest Bidu Bidu really does not like
getting wet, so he sits sulking, waiting for the rain to
stop. Bidu is still much loved by all the staff at Sepilok
even though mischief is never far behind him!

Visit our website to watch a video of Bidu’s
gardening expertise!

Bidu Bidu Living Free

Bidu sulking 

Malim surveying his kingdom

Mimi’s baby

Awantang stuck in the
tree

Clenan rescues Awantang

Bidu gardening
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By Hugh Holman, Liaison Officer
Borneo is one of those special destinations, an

ecological beacon, calling to anyone with a passion for

the natural world. Its wild, ancient rainforests and unique,

bizarre creatures have fascinated me for as long as I can

remember. While travelling a few years ago, I was lucky

enough to visit Sepilok and see the amazing work done

there, so when I saw OAUK advertising for the position

of Liaison Officer, I knew what an incredible opportunity it

would be.

When my predecessor, Ruth, was showing me round, I

was amazed at how effortlessly she could differentiate

between all the orangutans. It was not long, however,

until I learnt that it would be impossible to spend any

time with these magnificent apes without getting to know

them and their varied characters. It has been a privilege,

and I have especially enjoyed trying to photograph them

in ways that capture these unique personalities.

As if the orangutans weren’t enough, the rainforest is

also home to all matter of flora and fauna, and most

days I have seen at least one species which I hadn’t

encountered previously. The more time spent here, the

more my eyes became attuned to the tiny movements of

leaves, or the rustles in the undergrowth, which gave

away the presence of a lurking creature.

The daily routine of the Liaison Officer includes giving a

short presentation twice a day. This helps give the

visitors an understanding of the work carried out here,

and gives them an understanding of how important it is.

We also encourage visitors to adopt one of the baby

orphan orangutans. The current adoptees are Archie,

Betty, Tombi and Canyon, and until recently, we also had

Beryl, but I am pleased to say that she is now living out

in the rainforest. Another successful rehabilitation!

The rest of the day is spent at the Outdoor Nursery and

Feeding Platform, where I could chat with visitors and

identify individual orangutans for them. It was also when I

was able to photograph the orangutans and make notes

on any interesting behaviour, which is one of the most

important parts of the Liaison Officer role. This is also

when visitors can ask questions to gain a better

understanding of the rehabilitation process and about

orangutans in general. I enjoyed these conversations as

they primarily concern conservation and natural history.

One day I had a particularly memorable conversation

when a lady who was sitting on the steps asked me

about the mother and baby orangutans who were just

appearing at the Feeding Platform. While talking to her, I

noticed a hand-sized Huntsman spider crawling under

her legs. After a few moments of deciding the best

course of action, I opted to calmly tell her and suggest

she get up slowly. Well, that didn’t go to plan and she

threw herself upwards, while I dived to protect the spider

from any accidental squishing. Meanwhile, she was

retreating down the boardwalk, and the orangutans were

watching the commotion with much interest!

My time at Sepilok Orangutan Rehabilitation Centre was

an amazing experience, not only because of the

orangutans, but also their great ape cousins – the

humans – that have been endlessly helpful, and

unfailingly friendly. The Appeal’s team of Malay staff have

become good friends and I will miss them when I leave

this wonderful place. The Malay team, who are pictured

on the front cover with Sue, are brilliant people whose

passion and dedication to their work is inspiring, and

their enthusiasm unfaltering. To put it simply, they love

orangutans, and with their knowledge and expertise, the

orangutans are in safe hands.

I hope to return to this place of dripping leaves and

dramatic skies, of singing cicadas and honking hornbills.

When that time comes, I will be glad to look upon the

faces of those orangutans I came to know so well, and

of those people that made my time here so special. My

friends in the forest.

Friends in the Forest

Beryl

Hugh at work
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The Release of Nigel
COP is an Indonesian organisation based in the
Kalimantan area of southern Borneo and founded by
Hardi Baktiantoro who campaigns against activities that
threaten orangutans and their natural habitat and aims to
educate local communities on their plight.  They regularly
rescue orangutans and have saved many from
plantations and those being kept illegally as pets.  OAUK
have supported COP since it was founded in 2007 and
have provided them with rescue vehicles for their rescue
operations and community awareness activities.

Nigel arrived at COP’s orangutan rescue centre on 11
April 2015 aged approximately 11 years old.  He was
rescued from Mulawarman University Botanical Garden
in Samarinda.  On his arrival he was placed in an
enclosure with another male orangutan called Hercules
who was very dominant over Nigel, especially at feeding
time.  They never caused each other any harm but it was
always Hercules who won the fight for food.

In December 2015, Nigel was moved to the pre-release
island.  The team closely monitored him by patrolling the
perimeter of the island by boat and from the monitoring
station.  Details of all his activities were recorded such as
locomotion, behaviour and nest building. Nigel became
more confident whilst he was on the island, and he
became an alpha male showing dominance over the
other orangutans there.

When Nigel was 14 years old it was decided he was
ready to be released into his natural habitat.  Despite his
terrible start in life he had made excellent progress.  He
built a nest every evening; had excellent climbing and
foraging skills and was good at keeping his distance

from all human activity. 

The COP medical team carried out tests to ensure Nigel
was fit and healthy prior to release.  Sadly, the results
showed he had contracted the herpes virus which meant
he could not be released.  

Nigel was returned to the centre to commence intensive
treatment and in December 2019 he was declared virus
free.  Nigel is now back on the pre-release island and is
the main candidate to be released into the forest.  The
COP team hope that in early 2020 Nigel will get a
second chance to live freely in his natural habitat. 

To help COP release Nigel as soon as possible
Orangutan Appeal UK made a grant to them in
December 2019 for £2,000.00 to cover the release
costs.  

Best of Luck Nigel in your New Home

Centre for Orangutan Protection (COP) Update

Nigel

Towards the end of last year there was a spate of
elephant killings by poachers hunting for ivory in Sabah.
Urgent action was taken by Sabah Wildlife Department
(SWD) to track down these unscrupulous killers and a
reward for any information that would lead to their arrest
was announced in the press.

In September 2019 the body of an elephant was found
riddled with 70 gunshot wounds, its tusks had been
removed. After initial investigations, six suspects were
arrested for the killing of the elephant. Two of the
suspects were guards who had been employed to
protect the plantation. It is thought that after killing the
elephant they decided to remove its tusks. The case is
still under investigation. The Borneo pygmy elephant is a
protected species and killing them carries a maximum of
five years jail and a RM250,000 fine if convicted.

Since September another four bodies have been found,
two with their tusks removed. It is estimated that only
1,500 pygmy elephants now exist in the wild and it is
vital that these poachers are stopped immediately!

Sabah Wildlife Department supported by the Wildlife
Rescue Unit are working to find ways to stop these
killings and are encouraging local people to be alert and
report any suspicious activities which may help them
protect these vulnerable animals.

Borneo Pygmy Elephant Under Threat

Bornean Pygmy Elephant
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In August 2019 we received news that a dedicated
supporter had sadly died. Her daughter contacted us to
let us know that her mother had left us a legacy of
£50,000.00 and she asked if we knew how this would
help our work.  We were able to reassure her that these
funds would be allocated to the Wildlife Rescue Unit to
enable them to continue saving the lives of orangutans
and pygmy elephants across Sabah.  This amazing gift
helps enormously.

Also during the year we received a legacy from Sheila

Richards and from Joan Lilian Smith’s estate.  

Leaving a legacy to OAUK is a wonderful way to make a
lasting difference and every gift, regardless of size,
contributes towards saving these critically endangered
species from extinction.

Total legacies received during the year was a
tremendous £79,614.00. 

For more information please call Sarah on 01590
623443 or email info@orangutan-appeal.org.uk.

Legacies 

We would like to say a huge THANK YOU to all of our
grant givers for their valued support in 2019. Grants from
organisations, such as those listed below, are making a
big difference to the welfare and conservation of the
orangutan and its habitat in Borneo.  However, more
help is needed for us to effectively carry on supporting
these vital projects in the future.  

These grants help to support our essential projects
aimed at protecting and conserving the critically
endangered orangutan. 

Over the past 6 months, we have received grants to
support our community patrol and fire-fighting teams in the
Sabangau Forest and our experienced veterinary nurse
and orangutan training coordinators based at Sepilok. 

We are most grateful for the grants from Pittsburgh
Zoo and from The Dischma Charitable Trust as well
as The Sophie Danforth Conservation Biology Fund
who have donated funds towards our vital projects
enabling us to help protect the rainforest, and its
inhabitants along with grants from Marjorie Coote
Animal Charity Trust, The Langdale Trust and The
Walker 597 Trust.

With essential funds being sent to
support the fire-fighting teams battling
some of the worst fires since 2015,
and employing local staff to care for
the young orangutans at Sepilok to

name just two projects, we hope you agree that we
spend our supporters’ money well!

Vital Grants Received

Fundraisers
Our 2019 Great North Run team raised over £2,000
and our Royal Parks Half Marathon Team raised
£537. Eight year old Oceann persuaded her family to
take part in the 5k Big Fun Run for the orangutans and
they raised a fantastic £1,263. Our Virtual Running
team raised £420 for our Get Active for Apes
campaign and Clive Whiting took it a step further by
running a marathon distance over a week. Karen
Crudgington ran the Bournemouth Half Marathon
and raised another £570 building on her fundraising
success from last year.  Alan Martin raised £350 in the
Colchester Stampede, Katherine Allanson raised over
£435 running the Bristol Half Marathon and our Great
South Run team raised £675 between them. Caroline
Flynn and her brother Barry and sister Aoife ran a
fundraising quiz in remembrance of their brother Conor
and they raised over £1,400 in his memory.  Shalini
Srinivasan continues to raise funds at the British
Council in Singapore and has donated another £342

since August! Many other supporters have also been
busy raising funds over the last few months so we would
like to thank each and every one of our growing
fundraising team!

The Big Give
We were lucky enough to be selected to take part in the
Big Give Christmas Challenge 2019 and we are
delighted to announce that we met our £8000 target!
These funds can help to pay for two Wildlife Rangers for
another year. We couldn’t have achieved this without
Jacha Potgieter and his business The Alpine Coffee
Shop and also the Reed Foundation who both
doubled the donations given by our supporters.  Thank
you to all who donated and took part in this campaign
making it such a resounding success.

EXO Foundation 
We are pleased to welcome EXO Foundation as a Gold
Business Partner.  They are a non-profit organisation
who promote responsible tourism and support many
conservation projects in SE Asia. They have been
promoting and sending guests to Sepilok for many years
and were amazed by the work Orangutan Appeal UK
does in orangutan rehabilitation, which is why they
wanted to show their support by becoming a gold
corporate partner.  Through habitat protection and
rehabilitation work they hope to contribute to the
protection of these great apes.

We would also like to thank N’eat Healthy, ABN
Consultancy, J Leon Group and Strip Distribution
for their generous support.

Supporters News

Kathy Allanson Oceann and Family
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Jacha Potgieter
Wildlife photographer and artist Jacha Potgieter,
promotes his love of apes though his business in North
Wales the Alpine Coffee Shop and Galeri on Betws-y
Coed train station.  Jacha has been an Ambassador for
the Appeal since 2015.  In 2019 he has raised an
incredible £15,500 for the orangutans!  

Jacha has launched the fifth and final beer in his Great
Ape selection; a Bonobo Brown ale. He donates 10p
from each bottle sold to Ape conservation. The range
features a gorilla stout and an orangutan lager with
Jacha’s artwork on the labels.  

In July, Jacha created a 3 month exhibition at Chester
Cathedral called Saving the Deep to raise awareness of
pollution in our seas. It featured 12 life-sized sculptures

of endangered
species which
are under
threat from
plastic
pollution and
human activity,
created from
waste that
Jacha
collected from
just three
beach visits.  

Banana Tree Restaurants
Banana Tree is a successful,
award winning restaurant
chain serving delicious and
authentic food and drinks
from South East Asia. Owners
William and Ann Chow have

been supporting Orangutan Appeal UK since 2012.  One
of their most successful initiatives has been a donation of
25p from every one of their top-selling dishes, as well as
hosting two fundraising and awareness events at which
William said “it has been such a privilege for us at
Banana Tree to be able to play a small part in the work of
the Orangutan Appeal UK and Sepilok Orangutan
Sanctuary in Borneo. Orangutans face extinction as
rainforests in Malaysia and Indonesia shrink and every
effort to protect and rehabilitate them into the wild is so
important!”

Despite William originating from Malaysia and both he
and Ann making many trips to SE Asia they had never
had the opportunity to visit Sepilok Orangutan
Rehabilitation Centre.  In July 2019 they were finally able
to make the long-anticipated journey to Sabah along
with their three children.  Dr Sen Nathan, head vet and
Assistant Director to Sabah Wildlife Department was
there to meet them and accompany them on a very
special tour of the centre finally enabling them to see the
orangutans they have been supporting for many years.
They also met and chatted to the staff and learnt more
about the rehabilitation process.   Ann said the visit to
Sepilok was “absolutely unforgettable and made us ever
more determined to continue to support the Orangutan
Appeal UK.”

To date Banana Tree have donated a magnificent
£62,000 to OAUK!

William and Ann stayed at the newly opened, eco-
friendly MY Nature Resort located 2km from the centre
and set on the edge of the rainforest.  The resort is
owned and run by long-term supporters of OAUK, S.I.
Tours, who have won best tour operator in Sabah on
several occasions.   The resort comes highly
recommended.

Cede Prudente
Ambassador and Director of Orangutan Appeal BHD

Cede is a renowned wildlife photographer and
conservationist based in Sabah.  He leads tours and
‘photo-safaris’ in the national parks and reserves and is
also David Attenborough’s guide when he is working in
Sabah.  Furthermore, Cede works with film crews from
around the world imparting his expert knowledge of the
rainforest and its inhabitants.  His most recent work
entailed spending many months with a team from the
BBC researching, planning and filming part of Earth’s
Tropical Islands, which showed extraordinary footage of
proboscis monkeys on the Kinabatangan River in Sabah.

Ambassadors and Business Partners

MY Nature Resort

Cede with BBC film crew

Ann & William at Sepilok

Jacha and team


